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Thank You to our Delivery Team
We are so grateful to our willing volunteers who deliver Parrett Talk throughout the
parish:
Teresa and Graham Busby, Heather and Philip Male, Jillian and Maurice Fawcett,
Nick and Sheila Frost, Sue Francis, Rosemary and Richard Brooks, Joan and
Richard Batstone, Lorraine Langford, Sarah Cox, Eva Ahrens, John McGrouther,
Brian and Jean Harris, Maralyn Longman and Annie and Roy White.

We would like a few more volunteers, especially in the New Cross/West and Mid
Lambrook area. If you can help, please phone Annie on 01935 823898

BARBARA BRADFORD
The family of Barbara would like to thank
everyone who was able to join us at St Martin’s Church to say a fond farewell to her
and for all the sympathy cards you so kindly
sent.
Barbara and Graham moved into the Post
Office Stores in November 1962 to manage
it for Major Brancker and in 1966 until 1974
they co-owned it with Bert Welch. From
there they moved to Norton Drove.
Barb’s good friend Barbara Wright writes:
Barb was one of Kingsbury’s best tea ladies.
If anything was happening which required
refreshments she was there. Our small
group of ladies did many things together
over the years: church fetes, May Day, street parties, OAP lunches, jumble sales,
bonfire night. It was always Barb and her side sick, Marina. making the tea. When
this group finished, Barb kept her hand in by helping at the Coffee Pot and other
gatherings.
She will be missed by many and especially our group of kitchen helpers who spent
so many happy times laughing and working alongside her. We will treasure happy
memories of those good old days.

Milk Bottle Tops
Unfortunately, we are no longer able to collect milk bottle tops,
due to a change in policy at the Recycling Centre. However, we
can keep collecting pump dispensers (hand soap), trigger heads
(plus stems) and Fairy Liquid bottle tops.
You can drop these off at the Old Chapel in Church St or at
Kingsbury Shop.
On a happier note, I am pleased to report that we recently
donated £1000 to the FreeWheelers (Blood Bikes). So please
keep collecting for this wonderful charity.
Many thanks Nelleke Storey

PARRETT TALK Issue 169

Page 3

To care for a place you have to know its story….think
globally ….act locally….
SW Heritage Trust: The Local Heritage List Project. The
Time Travellers have been alerted to a grass roots initiative,
promoted by Historic England, which is aiming to record the everyday objects and
places in our surroundings. These are often ‘hidden’ in plain sight. In essence, it
has much to do with a local heritage and cultural vernacular. What is it that we
have in the parish which is absolutely unique and
helps define us and tell our story? It’s not to do
with listing as in Listed Buildings. This has been,
and continues, to be done. If you are aware of
something which you feel should be put forward to
be considered as part of our unique heritage
please be in contact and we can add it to our
submission. You should get the idea from what
follows. To-date this includes: graffiti on Townsend
Cottage wall East
Lambrook; carved figures on a barn wall at Burrow Hill
Farm; hamstone bridges on Westmoor and Gawbridge;
the animal pound in Kingsbury village; the telephone
sign at the top of Church Street; the AA sign on the old
cobbler’s shop in Stembridge; the public water font at
the Cross in West Lambrook; the two withy boilers at
Summerway and Lockleaze; the WW2
Commemorative Bus Shelter at West Lambrook; the
boundary stone at Gawbridge; the cycling club badge
on the front of the Wyndham Arms; the mill leet at West Lambrook; Coombe
Bridge; the location of the railway station at Thorney Halt: Riverview, the home of
the gloving business of the parish, Knapp House the old Poor House of the parish
…… and so on …….. Please be in contact to possibly add to the submission and we can
forward it to the organisers. E mail: kingsburytimetravellers@btinternet.com
and explore www.kingsburytimetravellers.org.uk

Family Fun Bike Day

On Sunday June 12th New Cross Farmhouse
celebrated the joy of getting out on your bike.
Partnered with Cycling UK and Yeovil Cycling
Club, the event featured marked and
managed rides for families and more avid
cyclists alike. Over 100 people attended this
inaugural event, and were treated to
Farmyard Coffee (our friends in Muchelney),
Hidden Pizza from Glastonbury festival, cider
from Four Winds Cider in Mid
Lambrook, bluegrass band Hello
Hopeville, ethereal vocals from Earth Mantra
and even a vintage bike museum.
We sure hope they make this an annual
event!
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Easter Fun in St Martin’s

Kingsbury Community Shop is a social enterprise,
owned by you!
Kingsbury Community Shop is a successful community-owned
business which is managed by a voluntary committee, staffed mainly
by volunteers, and owned by its members. Together we are The
Kingsbury Community Enterprise Ltd (KCEL) and we operate the
shop, post office and cafe solely for the benefit of the community.
Anyone can become a member by buying a £5 share. Membership lasts for life, and
enables you to attend Annual Members’ Meetings, have a say in the direction of the
business and stand for election to the Management Committee. We are particularly
keen to find new members with business, finance and retail experience.
If you have recently moved to Kingsbury or a nearby parish and value the services
offered by the shop, please consider becoming a member. There are forms in the
shop or you can email kcelchair@gmail.com for more information. (Long-time
residents are also very welcome to join – we would love to hear from you!)
The next Annual Members Meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 September 2022
at 6.30pm, in St Martin’s Church Rooms. All members are warmly invited to
attend. A detailed notice and agenda are available in the shop and on our website:
kingsburycommunitycentre.co.uk/shop/membership.
All publishing by Stephanie and Phil Shillito. (01935) 823758
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Kingsbury Wildlife Group is enjoying working
towards its objective:
To create more awareness of our environment,
together with enjoyment in viewing, following and understanding the wonderful, varied
wildlife in our parish. With more appreciation and enjoyment of our fragile
environment, it will encourage us to look after and nurture it for following generations.
The initial project involves teaming up with groups and organisations i.e.
Natural England, Somerset Bat Group, RSPB, Hawk & Owl Trust.
Stage one: We have received significant funding from the Somerset
Climate Emergency Fund and will apply for further grants to help
develop this project.
So far we have a small number of swift boxes, swallow cups and house
martin cups. Would you be interested in placing one of these in your garden,
on your house or outbuildings? There are a few stipulations
regarding where these can be placed:
Swift boxes need to be situated at least 5 metres from the
ground under the eaves, on gables, walls, etc. Ideally
facing north, north east or north west, with an open position
enabling high speed access. House martin boxes are best
under eaves, often in small colonies of 4 or 5 together.
Swallows are a bit more problematic as they prefer to site their nests inside
buildings, such as sheds, stables and lean-tos, which have open access.
To register an interest please email: Kingsburywildlifegroup@gmail.com
In the future we plan to purchase nesting boxes for owls and kestrels along with
bat boxes and hedgehog houses, and a number of remote cameras. Following
an interesting talk recently about bats at the garden club, there
is a suggestion that we could look at preserving old/dead trees
for roosting sites.
By forming a local group and working with the school, we can view,
monitor and document wildlife movement and numbers. The data
and photographs will be collected and disseminated through the
parish and interested groups.
The group will also work with Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG),
Natural England and West Moor Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) Groups to create more awareness of this
area, with a view to putting up weather proof information
plaques at entry points to the moor with lists and
photographs of wildlife, flora and fauna, maps of tracks
and trails and what to do and not to do, to protect this area.
Do you/could you record the wildlife seen in your garden? When walking the moor and
around our parish please make a note of any observations of the above. Our group would be
interested in your sightings. Please email the information to
Kingsburywildlifegroup@gmail.com. As these projects are fulfilled, new ideas will be
considered. We have information available by email for; making a bat box, kestrel box, house
martin box, making a bird bath, bee post ideas, food chain ideas and maintaining your box.
Please ask.
Kingsbury Wildlife Group has a project for young people this summer, ‘Nature Calling under 18’s’

- your opportunity to either draw or paint a picture, take a photo, write about wildlife you see
or hear in the parish during the summer holidays.
Send a notification of your entry by email to Kingsburywildlifegroup@gmail.com or drop it off
at the community shop with your name, age and contact details and we’ll put them all together
in an exhibition. All entries will receive a prize. Closing date August 31st 2022. Help us to
help you preserve our wildlife.
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KINGSBURY COMMUNITY CENTRE

DHHIJ HKLM 7KN
FOPQ RSTUSR 7.30KN
Licensed bar, Ice creams, Tea, Coffee and Cakes

First Tuesday in the month
Tickets £5

Quiz & Supper
In aid of Cystic Fibrosis
at
Kingsbury Episcopi Community Centre
The Recreation Ground TA12 6BG

Friday, 8th July
Teams of max 5

7.30 start
£10 per person

To book a table contact Pauline 01460 240092 / 07836605100

Email paulinewarren3@hotmail.com

Printing by print@parishmagazineprinting.co.uk
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Speedwatch
Exceeding the speed limit throughout Kingsbury Episcopi is a major problem,
particularly on the straighter sections of road within our Parish, and even on
similar sections all the way to Muchelney where the 30mph limit is active all the
way. So why do we exceed the speed limit? There could be a number of
reasons:
We're in a hurry - that's no excuse really, then leave home a few minutes earlier
or don't try to cram too much into a day.
We're cocooned in a vibration and noise free environment within most modern
vehicles these days and aren't aware of our speed - still no excuse to be
honest as we should always be aware of our speed.
Modern vehicles are very responsive to small movements of the accelerator then we ought to brush up on our driving skills.
We just don't care about other road users and residents, just ourselves probably the most accurate reason.
We're using the road as a racetrack and trying to emulate Lewis Hamilton - then
go to either Thruxton or Castle Combe Racing Circuits and have a "Track
Day" to get it out of your system before you kill yourself and/or others.

The speed limit is there for a reason, and any speed above 30mph is breaking the
law. It's as simple as that. I have looked into the problem, particularly along Thorney
Road, and have written two reports and analysed speeding data. I think it makes for
very interesting reading, and it's no surprise to discover that the majority of road
users are exceeding the speed limit, so why not have a look at these links and judge
for yourself?
Observing the 30mph speed limit has so many benefits. We're more relaxed, which is
better for our health, we have more time to react to driving issues, we can enjoy the
scenery that surrounds us, we save money on fuel as well as wear and tear on our
vehicles, and we don't pollute the environment as much (from exhaust gases, noise
pollution and vibration). There's also a much-reduced chance of an accident
occurring, but if an accident does occur that someone is just injured rather than
killed, be they within another vehicle or a pedestrian.
From a limited experience, it is clear that there is not one single type of vehicle, or
person, responsible for exceeding the speed limit. Both two- and four-wheel vehicles
are to blame, and across all types of road users, which includes local people and
outsiders.
Here's an interesting point to consider: It's roughly 5 miles to Langport, so travelling
at 30mph takes 5 minutes. Travelling at 40mph takes 7.5 minutes. Are our lives
being lived in such a rush and panic that 2.5 minutes makes a major difference to our
daily routine?
As residents of this beautiful and peaceful area (when road users are not passing by
above the speed limit), let's keep it beautiful and peaceful, obey the law ourselves
and tell everyone we know who passes through to do the same. That's at least a
start!
I have collated this data to get something done so that we all benefit, and with others
have formed a Speed Action Group in order to pursue this issue all the way, as it has
got to such a dangerous situation that consideration should now be given to
enforcing the speed limit. Wouldn't it be nice if that wasn't the case?
If anyone wants to support our cause then please feel free to get in touch.
Andrew Monk Andymonk55@outlook.com
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News from the Methodist Church
Have you recently moved into the area?
We welcome you and hope that you have settled into the delights of South Somerset.
Do you have any past, or present, connections with the Methodist Church? Such as – Youth
Club, Choir, Scouts, Guides, GB, etc.
Our church in the centre of the village is a welcoming and friendly place, and our services are
a mix of traditional Methodist worship, with other informal approaches to praise and fellowship.
Coffee is always served after each service, with an opportunity to enjoy chat and meeting folk.
There are no membership fees, or any other obligations, just a wish to be in a place of
fellowship with likeminded folk.
The Sunday services are currently at 10.45 on alternate Sundays. (Call 01935 823751 for
details) Although no specific activities for children, we have ‘play bags’ and plenty of space.
Our Minister is the Reverend Andrew Longshaw, who is available for pastoral care visits, or to
give you more details of our church and fellowship.
If you have any background in the Methodist Church, or are even interested in what/who we
are, then please come along, or contact our Communications Officer on 01935 823751.
We also open up every Friday morning with ‘Coffee Pot’ in the Wesley Room at the rear of the
building. 10.30 to noon for an informal ‘chat’, and a chance to meet other folk from the village.
Edwin Guttridge.
I don’t think I can add much more to the above message, except to say that Coffee Pot is enjoying a regular gathering again, and meets each Friday in the Wesley Room between
10.30am until noon, so please come and enjoy some together time with a cuppa.
In addition, we are marking our Church Anniversary on Saturday the 2nd July with cakes and
other tasty things. It’s the first time we’ve been able to celebrate this regular event since
Covid struck, and it’s a way to hopefully replenish lost funding, by way of donations, and perhaps remind groups that we would be delighted to welcome you back to use our Wesley
Room to meet again.
Please call Christine if you need details about booking. on 01935 826578.
The day is an opportunity to meet with friends too, so please come along and support us.
Following this event, the Sunday service is our Anniversary service at 10.45am. As always, all
are welcome.
We will be continuing our Sunday services fortnightly, on the 1st and 3rd Sundays for the time
being.
Please join us when you can.
All blessings to - Christine Weymouth

Table Top Sale
Saturday, 16th July
10.30 am - 1 pm
Set up from 9.30 am
St Martin’s Church Rooms
in aid of the Mothers’ Union
To book a table, please ring Barbara Moore 01935 822889
Or Margaret Wood 01460 242359
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Out with the Old and in with the New
Having lived in the parish for most of my life, when Thelma Salway retired 17 years
ago from being your parish clerk, I thought that job would be perfect for me. I've
always wanted to be involved with the parish and its people, so it was ideal.
The job has certainly evolved since Thelma's days, the use of modern technology
being one of them, some of which completely baffles me.
Which is one of the reasons I have now chose to retire from the post. I won't be
disappearing from the parish though, I will still be taking down and putting up the
Speed Indicator Device throughout the parish, to remind everyone of the 30mph
speed limit. I've also volunteered to help with putting together a Neighbourhood Plan
for the parish as well as helping to raise money to renovate St James Schoolroom at
East Lambrook, where, as a little girl, I attended Sunday School.
We also still have the family farm at East Lambrook and will still be taking care of a
small herd of cows, picking up cider apples and walking the dogs.
I also hope to find time to finally sort my garden out.
I wish the parish council and all the parishioners well for the future.
So that's out with the old and now in with the new whose name is Kelly de Silva.
Sarah Potepa
In with the new...
What big boots I have to fill! Although I have only known Sarah for a couple of
months, her passion for the parish knows no limit. Sarah has been a wonderful
and diligent clerk for many, many years and continues to be a huge help handing
over the reins to a new clerk and a new parish council.
I am a mother to 2 small children (3 years and 7 years) and moved to Somerset 5
years ago to be close to family having spent 18 years managing pubs and
restaurants all over the country.
For the past 3 years I have been (and continue to be) the parish clerk for Stoke St
Gregory - a similar sized parish to Kingsbury Episcopi, with similar rural issues. I was
honoured to have been nominated and awarded the Somerset Medal by the
community of Stoke St Gregory for my work during the pandemic. I also completed
my studies in March 2022 to become a qualified cClerk.
Having moved to Ilminster a year ago (we just missed out on a house in Stembridge!)
this role seemed an exciting opportunity.
Our family has always loved Kingsbury Episcopi - the May festival, the Green Scythe,
Burrow Hill, the orchards, the walks - the people and even the Nudefest (never as a
participant though!!!!!) and I genuinely look forward to working with the PC and
parishioners in the future. I wish Sarah the very best for the future and finally having
the time to sort her garden!! Kelly de Silva

Did you leave school in the summer of 2021?
If you live in the Parish of Kingsbury Episcopi and have been attending a further
education college or undertaking an apprenticeship since leaving school in the
summer of 2021, you are eligible for a grant from the Willam and Mary Charity Trust.
To apply please write or email giving your details, and details of the course or
apprenticehsip to The Trustees, c/o Mrs S Potepa, Hayes Farm, Silver Street, East
Lambrook, South Petherton, TA13 5HW or email sarah.potepa@hotmail.co.uk. Or if
you have any questions please ring Sarah on 01460242369.
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Parish Council Minutes
April meeting
Cllrs supported the planning application to convert an agricultural building to five dwellings at
Orchard End Farm, East Lambrook.
The new Parish Clerk Kelly de Silva was introduced to cllrs.
The chair informed cllrs that there was now a group of six volunteers that were prepared to
take forward the Neighbourhood Plan, cllrs agreed an initial budget of £2K from the community
infrastructure Levy reserves.
Cllrs were informed that new play equipment would be installed shortly at the recreation
ground and an all-weather track would be created around the recreation ground later in the
year.
The piece of land behind Giffords Orchard at Stembridge has recently been fenced off by
SSDC who plan to enhance the area into a Public Open Space for use by dog walkers and
children, with perhaps some trees and seating. As part of the Unitary process, the district
council is giving parish councils the opportunity to take over assets at present owned by the
district council. It was suggested that the clerk contact the district council to enquire about
taking over the piece of land as well as a piece of land at Gawbridge.
May meeting
The May meeting was the statutory Annual Meeting of the Parish Council which saw Cllr.
David Hall elected as Chair and Cllr. Frost elected as Vice-chair. As the PC was not contested
during the elections; 3 vacancies were appointed by co-option, so we welcome Cllrs. Ginnine
Herridge, James Jeffery and Nick Pearce to the PC alongside Cllrs. Paul Carpenter, Mac
Harris, Peter Loxston, Matt Miller and Clare Paul.
Cllr. Warren has stood down since the meeting meaning there is a casual vacancy we hope to
fill by co-option in July.
If you have a few hours a week to spare and are passionate about the parish you live; email
the Clerk for an application form on kingsbury-episcopi.pc@hotmail.com
The newly formed PC discussed the SCC awarded climate emergency fund grant for the
wildlife group and proposals for the sensory garden. Both projects will be pursued by the PC to
maximise the benefit for the community.
The PC discussed planning application 22/01084/HOU. Cllrs Loxston, Warren and Frost
recommended accepting and supporting the application citing there was no contentious
content within the submission, so no comment was submitted to SSDC.
The meeting was temporarily closed for Cllrs. Warren and Carpenter to present gifts to the
outgoing Chair, Lorraine Langford and outgoing Clerk, Sarah Potepa, thanking them for many
years hard work for the community.
On behalf of the PC, I would like to wish the outgoing Chair, Councillors and Clerk all the best
for the future.

Parrett Talk
Is compiled by:JOAN BATSTONE (01460) 241142 Shene Well, W Lambrook
MICHAEL BROWN (01458) 251520 Willow Cottage, Thorney
CHRISTINE HOWARD (01460) 242071) Mulberry House, E Lambrook
MARALYN LONGMAN (01935) 824459 Garail Cottage, Bladon Hill, KE
STEPHANIE SHILLITO (01935) 823758 Little Orchard, Thorney Rd, KE.
ANNIE WHITE (01935) 823898 Waterloo House, KE
Pease give contributions to one of the above. Or e-mail: parretttalk@gmail.com
The Parrett Talk team can not be held responsible for any misprint or incorrect information in this newsletter.
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July August 2022

July 2022
1st

Coffee Pot EVERY FRIDAY

Methodist Wesley Room

10 am -12 noon

2nd

Methodist Church Anniversary

3rd

1st Sunday
Morning Prayer
Anniversary Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

4th

Garden and Countryside Club Group visit and tour of the
Bishop’s Palace Gardens, Wells Meet at the garden entrance
£5 each

5.50 pm

5th

Film Club

KE Community Centre

7 for 7.30 pm

6th

Parish Council

KE Primary School

7.30 pm

7th

Contemplation Group

St Martin's Church Rooms

7.30 pm

8th

Quiz and Supper in aid of Cystic Fibrosis
KE Community Centre

10th

2nd Sunday
Holy Communion
Matins
Still Waters

St Martin's
St James’s, E Lambrook
All Saint’s, Martock

10 am
11.30 am
6.30 pm

14th

Stitch Witches

St Martin’s Church Rooms

6.30 - 8.30 pm

16th

Table Top Sale

St Martin’s Church Rooms

10.30 am - 1pm

17th

3rd Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E. Lambrook

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

4th Sunday
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Martin’s
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
11.30 am

24th

The Duke

27th

Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive
St Martin’s Church Rooms

31st

5th Sunday
East Lambrook Joint parish service in St Peter and St Paul,
South Petherton
Joint Benefice Service
All Saints’, Martock
Morning Service
Methodist Church

7.30 pm

12 noon

9.30 am
10 am
10.45 am
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July August 2022

August 2022
2nd

Film Club The Phantom of the Open

KE Community Centre

7 for 7.30 pm

4th

Contemplation Group

St Martin's Church Rooms

7.30 pm

5th

Coffee Pot EVERY FRIDAY

Methodist Wesley Room

10 am -12 noon

7th

1st Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

8th

Garden and Countryside Club Shared Supper in a member’s
garden
Venue: Millborne, Westend, KE, TA12 6AY

TBA

11th

Stitch Witches

St Martin’s Church Rooms

6.30 - 8.30 pm

14th

2nd Sunday
Holy Communion
Matins

St Martin’s Church Rooms
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
11.30 am

15th

21st

24th

28th

Deadline for September/October edition of Parrett Talk
Please note that any copy or inserts received after this date, may not be
published or included.
3rd Sunday
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Pet blessing Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

Holy Trinity, Ash
Methodist Church
St Martin’s
St James’s, E. Lambrook

11 am
10.45 am
4 pm
6 pm

Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive
St Martin’s Church Rooms

12 noon

4th Sunday
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
All Saints’, Martock
Holy Communion
St James’s, E Lambrook

8 am
11.30 am

