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East Lambrook Manor Gardens Festival of Snowdrops

Come and enjoy the sight throughout February of drifts of snowdrops growing in
the famous Ditch at East Lambrook Manor, the former home of cottage garden
doyenne and ‘galanthophile’ Margery Fish.
The festival will also feature additional
displays showcasing snowdrops from the
garden’s collection of over 150 varieties.
Snowdrop tours for small groups are
planned and will offer an interesting
introduction to the genus and highlight some
of the favourite snowdrops in the garden.
Local sculptor Chris Kampf will be exhibiting
his steel snowdrops and over 80 varieties of
snowdrop will be for sale in the nursery.
Watercolour artist Moish Sokal, who for 26
years has exhibited in the garden’s
Malthouse Gallery in the summer and who
usually travels the world for inspiration in the
winter, was inspired by lockdown to paint
two portraits of the snowdrops in the garden
and these, along with prints and cards for
sale, will also be on show.
The garden will be open for the National
Garden Scheme’s Snowdrop Festival on
Thursday, 10th February when all entry
money will be donated to the NGS to support nursing and palliative care charities.
The garden is open Tuesday to Sunday in February,10am to 5pm.
Garden entry £6.50, over 65s £6.00, under 16s free, tours £3.00. Free entry to the
nursery and café (which will be open if Covid restrictions allow).
East Lambrook Manor Gardens
Silver Street, East Lambrook,
EAST LAMBROOK MANOR
South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HH.

enquiries@eastlambrook.com
www.eastlambrook.com

GARDENS

This edition is paid for by generous donations
received during 2021
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Nesting Box Audit

Please would anyone who has any nesting boxes for hawks or owls, contact the
Wildlife Group. We will shortly be purchasing boxes and cameras, but we need to be
careful that we don’t cause problems with existing boxes.
Rest assured that none of the locations will be divulged: they are purely for use by
our parish owl specialist and the Hawk and Owl Trust. Please email
pete@loxston.co.uk
I am going to be walking from my
home at Lockleaze in Kingsbury
Episcopi to the Hospice in the
Weald in Pembury near Royal
Tunbridge Wells in Kent for 3
charities: Yeovil Hospital Charity,
Parkinson’s UK and Hospice in
the Weald.
I start on Friday 8th April and
finish in Kent on Easter Sunday
(17th), with my friend, Lyn, being
my support person and driver of
the motor home for the 9 days that
I am walking in memory of my
aunt who lost her 4 -year battle
with breast cancer in July this
year. She leaves behind her husband who is now in a care home with Parkinson’s
and early onset of dementia.
I can be followed on Instagram @somerset_strolls or Facebook. Donations may
also be made via these social media pages. Many thanks Mandi.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MandiTuite

New Pilates Beginners’ Class
Kingsbury Community Centre
Starts Monday, January 10th at 2pm
Please call Lisa Rock on
07769351984 to prebook,
or email
lisarock70@gmail.com
6 week course: £52.50
Maximum of 12 spaces.
www.pilatesbalancebreathe.co.uk
CYQ 3 Full Matwork Pilates Institute
Diploma

Pilates and Wellbeing
Workshop
January 27th 2022, 10.15 am - 3.15 pm
Pilates Fusion, Pilates small ball, lunch,
hands on seated, clothed, upper back
and shoulder massage workshop
(working on each other), release stretch
and relaxation to conclude our
workshop. Introductory offer £65
www.pilatesbalancebreathe.co.uk
for further information.
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The future is suddenly starting to look a lot brighter for bus services in Somerset.
Over the past decade, public transport has not been an economic and developmental
priority for Somerset County Council. Residents of this large, mainly rural county
have been encouraged to rely on cars to get them to work as well as to shops,
hospitals and places of entertainment and bus travel has dwindled accordingly. Bus
journeys in the County have fallen by 43% over the past decade. We now have the
second lowest bus journeys per head in the country and our bus services have the
lowest satisfaction score.
But the government’s Bus Back Better strategy has prompted a major rethink with £3
billion of funding for bus improvements to be shared out between transport
authorities across England (outside of London). Somerset County Council has
responded and developed a highly ambitious Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP)
and is asking the government to fund the Somerset BSIP with an eye watering £163
million grant. You can read the 184pp document that Somerset has submitted
justifying this bid here https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transportstrategy (the BSIP document can be found under the National Bus Strategy Section).
Even if the full amount of the Somerset bid is not
granted, it is a recognition by Somerset County
Council that its bus services need major
improvement. Transport is the biggest emitter of
carbon emissions in Somerset accounting for 44.1%
of Somerset’s total emissions. Given COP26, we
must now make sure Somerset pursues the initiatives
outlined in the Somerset Bus Service Improvement
Plan that encourage a switch to public transport and
away from single occupancy private cars. This will
reduce our carbon footprint.
Somerset Bus Partnership was set up so that the
voices of bus users from across Somerset are heard.
We now have over 80 “bus representatives” from all parts of the county who ensure
we understand and reflect the needs of towns and parishes across the county.
We are looking for extra support within the Somerset Bus Partnership’s core team.
Have you had management experience of the bus industry or in a transport
department within a Council? Please do get in touch if you have.
Somerset is now entering into an Enhanced Partnership with local bus service
operators to implement the Somerset Bus Service Improvement Plan. Somerset Bus
Partnership has been invited to attend the launch of the Bus Advisory Board in late
November. This is Somerset’s first step in establishing a partnership arrangement
with local bus companies.
Somerset Bus Partnership will continue to work with bus users and will hold
Somerset County Council to the ambitious and worthy goals now espoused in the
Somerset Bus Improvement Plan.
If you would like to get in contact with us drop us an email:
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
Or follow us on Facebook: or via our website:
https://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk
Tony Reese Co Chair – Somerset Bus Partnership
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Neighbourhood Plan

Some years ago we had a Neighbourhood Plan of sorts that had no legal binding.
Neighbourhood Plans have moved on very considerably since then and now a
Neighbourhood Plan carries some weight with regard to what the parishioners of the
parish would like. Due to the nature of these and the fact that other councils i.e. The
new Unitary Authority have to take heed of what is in them, they take a very
considerable amount of effort to move from the idea to a voted-on document. Many
of the parishes that surround us have carried out this undertaking, which can and
does take as much as 2 or 3 years to complete and requires a dedicated team of
people to do the research, questionnaires, reports and a myriad of other things to get
the Neighbourhood Plan over the finish line.
It comes under the umbrella of the parish council and indeed needs to be done in
conjunction with the parish council, not by the parish council, but by a team of
volunteers. If you are interested in being a member of that team of volunteers please
contact me, Lorraine Langford 07478732722 lglangford@icloud.com to discuss it. If
we have enough volunteers I will progress this to a meeting, if we don’t, quite simply it
will not happen. There is no obligation in enquiring.

Do you need heating Oil?
Kingsbury Oil Syndicate has over 70 members and regularly manages to
save costs on heating oil orders.
If you would like more information please contact:
Pauline Warren
01460 240092 or email paulinewarren3@hotmail.com

Christmas trees in St Martin’s
during their
Christmas Tree Festival
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Kingsbury Episcopi Parish Council Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) Vacancy

After many years our parish clerk wants to retire from the post, so we are looking to
appoint a new parish clerk and RFO.
The post is part-time and home based for an average of 30 hours per month, some
months being quieter and some busier. Payment is currently paid quarterly but could
be paid monthly if preferred and is as per the Local Government Salary guide and
commensurate with experience and qualifications.
The working hours are very flexible, but the post holder must be able to attend the
monthly evening council meetings, currently held on the 1st Wednesday of the month
(except August).
The applicant must be computer literate and will be responsible for organising all
meetings of the parish council, publishing agendas and minutes also dealing with
correspondence via mail, email and telephone.
The clerk is also responsible for maintaining all cemetery records.
As RFO the clerk is also responsible for all aspects of financial administration of the
council.
This is a precis of the job which will also include various ad hoc items which keep the
job varied and interesting.
Whilst it is not necessary to hold the ‘Certificate in Local Administration’ qualification,
it will be a requirement that this is undertaken. A good local knowledge of the whole
of the parish would be an advantage.
Should you wish to discuss this further, please contact either our existing clerk,
Sarah Potepa or Lorraine Langford on 07478732722, who would be happy to answer
any question you might have. To apply please send your CV and covering letter by
email to Kingsbury-Episcopi.pc@hotmail.com
Closing date for applications is the 19th January 2022

KINGSBURY COMMUNITY CENTRE

DGGHI GJKL 7JM
FWXY Z[\][Z 7.30JM

Licensed bar, Ice creams, Tea, Coffee and Cakes

First Tuesday in the month

Tickets £5. Available in advance from Kingsbury Community Shop and on the door
(Subject to availability)

JAN: The Courier

FEB: The Last Bus

All publishing by Stephanie and Phil Shillito. (01935) 823758
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Visit & Explore:
www.kingsburytimetravellers.org.uk

Happy New Year ……..Looking Forward…… Many of our
plans have been thwarted over the past 18 months and
whilst effort has been quietly invested in the website, and
maintaining and developing contacts and researches on line…… it’s not quite the same as
the meeting up over tea, cake and chatting. Looking forward, we are intending to put on two
community get-togethers on the afternoons of Sunday, 13th March and Sunday, 3rd April in St
Martin’s Church Rooms….. details to follow in due course. The first of these events should
be fronted by Steven Honey who works for English Heritage at Muchelney Abbey. The idea
will be for Steven to share and explore the nature of what was going on at the abbey at its
height - and how this might connect with the local area, including our parish. The second
input should be from a colleague called John Rickard, who is a key member of the Somerset
Vernacular Buildings Research Group. This input should help us to re-ignite our work within
the parish over the past few years on the history of some of our older buildings. Before
lockdown we added a further 17
buildings which had not been
surveyed, to the county and national
archives and records. This work
helps to deepen our understanding of
how the built environment of the
parish, along with its context, has
evolved. This was supported by
individuals opening their doors to us
to enable this to happen. We aim to
develop this further over the coming
2 years or so and so arrive at a
deeper understanding of the
A photo of Chimney Cottage, which turned up
evolution of the parish. We can
recently from the archive of Barbara and Paul
encourage this by digging test-pits in
Wright. This helps to show that there are still things
gardens, perhaps in tandem with the
to be found in cupboards and attics within and
school and so build on our work of
beyond the parish. Please be in contact. Thanks.
introducing some archaeological
AW
approaches to young learners. All
exciting community opportunities for
young and old alike……curiouser and curiouser is the way to be. Get the two Sunday dates
……13th March and 3rd April in your diaries…… anyone can offer to make a cake and we will
look forward to seeing you then and there ………onwards….. AW

Annual Village Seniors’ Get-Together
St Martin’s Church Rooms
Saturday, 29th January 12.30 for 1pm

Roast lunch with vegetarian option
Please book a place with either Sally on 01935 824612
or Barb on 01935 824834 or Julie on 01935 826076
Closing date 20th January 2022
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Stanley Whiteford of 1 Picken Bridge, close to west Lambrook
sadly died at Yeovil hospital on Tuesday, 19 October at age 95.
Many of you might remember him as a private tutor in your youth.
He was a wise and gentle man.
He and Ngar were married in 1974 and moved to Picken Bridge
from Bristol in 1976 where they enjoyed a long and happy marriage
sustained by their mutual belief in the Baha’i faith.
Stanley will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by his wife
Ngar, his son Nava, his daughter-in-law Midori and two
grandchildren.
Baha’is believe that God periodically reveals his will through
messengers, whose purpose is to transform the character of
humankind and to develop, within those who respond moral and
spiritual qualities. The religion is thus seen as orderly, unifying,
and progressive from age to age
Robert Porter lived in Knightstone
Close and recently died with no
known relatives. He was well known
in the shop and pub for his
friendliness and polite manner and is
much missed by the community.
The Revd Shirley Smith and Barbara
Moore arranged a memorial service
in St Martin’s Church where Louisa
Irvine gave a short address. Candles
were lit and floated on water in
memory of Robert.
Half-muffled bells were rung before
the service.
It is illegal to splash pedestrians by driving through
puddles (you could receive a Fixed Penalty Notice and
between 3 to 9 penalty points) and although not illegal, it
is also very inconsiderate to splash peoples’ properties
that are close to the road.
Another very good reason for reducing speeds when
driving through the parish……...

Yoga for Shelter

Ursula Dunne, who teaches yoga in the community
centre on Tuesdays, ran her last classes before
Christmas to raise money for Shelter. She raised
over £550, about half of which came from the Kingsbury classes.
Ursula is most grateful to those who supported this cause with generous donations.
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We are delighted to announce

Stitch Witches -The Return
Just when you thought it was safe to go out….
Want to stitch, sew, knit, patch or just come
along for a cuppa and a chat?
Stitch Witches returns to a new venue

St Martin’s Church Rooms, Church Street, K.E.
Every second Thursday of the month, starts January 13th
6.30 — 8.30 p.m.
£3.00 per session
Bring your own project and sewing machine if required
For further information contact
Susan Irvine
01935 824505

News from the Apiary December 2021

With Christmas approaching, the bees are tucked up for winter and apart
from the occasional check for starvation, and possible protection from
woodpeckers, and maybe badgers, there isn’t too much to be done.
Honey bees are unusual in the insect world in that they over-winter in
large numbers with maybe 10,000-20,000 bees in each colony and its
own solitary queen. Contrast this to bumble bees and wasps where only
fertile queens overwinter in minute specially prepared nests. Apart from
these queens the bumble bee and wasp colonies die out, leaving their summer nests empty.
In late autumn/early winter the honey bees form a cluster, a tight ball. The bees are cold
blooded so must do work to keep warm. In winter this is done by flexing their wing muscles.
Whilst this is happening, bees on the outside of the cluster move inside and those on the
inside move out. The cluster moves as a ball around the hive, keeping in touch with honey
stored during late summer and autumn. If there are no larvae to worry about (which would
hatch into baby bees if there were) the temperature at the centre of the cluster would be
around 20°C-30°C irrespective of outside air temperature. Amazingly a cluster was recorded
with a temperature of 31°C when the outside air temperature was -28°C.
As the beekeeper invariably takes honey during late summer (which the bees have stored for
winter) then the beekeeper must feed the colonies to compensate. Either sugar syrup or
fondant is used. This year in total I fed my bees around 250 litres (50 gallons) of sugar syrup
which the bees converted into approximately 230 litres (46 gallons) of honey. The conversion
of syrup to honey (or nectar to honey during the active season) is achieved by the bees adding
enzymes, reducing water content by flapping their wings (yes, they really do!) and of course
adding a bit of magic which makes honey so special. It would be quite normal during late
summer to approach a hive and hear a very loud roaring as the bees reduce water content.
If the bees run out of stores, or if the cluster becomes detached from it, then the colony is
doomed. In many years of beekeeping, and managing a large number of colonies, only once
have I lost a colony to simple starvation. However, I frequently lose colonies to isolation
starvation, where the cluster has become detached from plentiful stores. There is little I can do
about it, and it is extremely frustrating.
During the winter I shall periodically check hive weights, a process known as hefting, to check
adequate stores. Hefting is an art learnt by experience. If the hives are light then I shall feed
them bakers fondant, if not I shall leave well alone except to check for, and if necessary, treat
against the potentially devastating pest Varroa destructor.
More about that next time.
Roy the Beekeeper
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Become a Parish Environment Champion

This is an exciting opportunity to contribute towards change
within South Somerset.
Significant environmental impacts are becoming more regular, so creating a region that can
demonstrate environmental resilience is essential to our continued prosperity.
South Somerset District Council (SSDC) recently launched the Parish Environmental
Champion network and we currently have representatives from over 50 parishes across the
district – for more information visit our website:
www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/parish-environment-champions
Our Environment Champion network is a growing group of
local residents, passionate about the environment, willing to
volunteer their time to share best practice and support each
other to deliver local eco projects in their community.
Environment Champions are volunteers whose role will
include:
· Being the recipient of any environment information SSDC
wishes to share with parishes, through emails and
attendance at forums;
· Compiling and returning information on their parish which
would be useful for SSDC to know (environment groups,
EV charging points, re-wilded areas, etc.);
· Encouraging specific green measures in the parish,
helping embed environmental sustainability at the core of
the parishes’ decision making; and
· Collaborating with surrounding parishes to maximise impact
and share expertise.
The network is vital to the success of the District and County environment strategies when
talking about engaging communities and creating resilient ecosystems. They act as the 'eyes
and ears' in their local area as well as acting as a conduit for sharing materials and initiatives,
such as our Great Parish Wildflower Giveaway.
There are no limits to the number of Environmental Champions that can sign up within a
parish, and there are no specific time commitments – this is a voluntary role!
So if you see a need for a champion where you live and would like to nominate yourself or
someone in your parish, we'd love to hear from you. Please get in touch with us here:
ssdcenvironment@southsomerset.gov.uk

News from the Methodist Church

It looks as if we had an early Christmas present on the 3rd December.
Our friends at St Martin’s have kindly offered to host Coffee Pot at the church rooms until we
can safely return to The Wesley Room. Our grateful thanks to them for this. It means we can
get together again.
It’s been so disappointing for us to not have Coffee Pot return because of the limited space
and the social distancing issue in the Wesley Room. This much missed regular gathering will
be a shared effort between us for now, and when this horrid Covid-19 has left us in peace we
will return home and welcome all as before.
So each Friday morning between 10am and noon, we look forward to meeting in St Martin’s
Church Rooms for a catch-up. Come and join us for a cuppa.
Otherwise, it’s Sunday services fortnightly at our place at 10.45am until further notice. Anything
else we will add as we can.
The usual reminder to check the noticeboard.
Stay warm and safe.
Blessings - Christine Weymouth
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Parish Council Minutes

November
Councillors resolved to support the following planning applications.
To demolish part of the dwelling Applewood and erect an extension to Applewood and the
erection of a new self-build dwelling at Applewood, Owl Street, East Lambrook.
To erect single storey extension to side of Rose Cottage, Water Street, East Lambrook.
The acting chair of the shop committee stated that they were extremely grateful for all the
support that the community gives them. Obviously 2020 was a difficult year due to the
pandemic, but the shop remained open and was well used by the community, so a huge thank
you to all the volunteers through this difficult period. The accounts for the year end 2021 have
been completed and they have returned £10K from the profits to the Amenities Committee. At
present the shop has approximately 25 volunteers and are always looking for more.
Information had now been received from the Coroner's Office regarding St Martin’s
churchyard. The parish council have two options with regards to taking on the maintenance of
the churchyard, either to maintain it themselves or pass the responsibility onto the district
council, but ultimately the cost would be passed on to the parishioners through the council tax,
either within the parish council's precept or a district council recharge. It was agreed that the
chair and clerk would arrange a meeting with the Chair of the PCC and the vicar to discuss
exactly what the parish council would be taking responsibility for.
The prize of £2K for winning Village of The Year is to go towards a sensory garden for
everyone to enjoy. Cllr Carpenter attended the Amenities Committee meeting to discuss
where the sensory garden could be sited at the recreation ground. An area of 600 square
metres has been agreed beyond the BMX track. He would now consult with a landscape
gardener to draw up a plan which would include seating areas.
The community centre is still doing very well and the 'Rec Arms bar' on Friday nights is being
well used. Bookings for the hall are well up and film nights are being well attended. A thank
you to the shop for the £10K.
The recreation ground is now looking at upgrading the play equipment which could cost up to
£50K together with putting in an all-weather track around the recreation ground, incorporating
the sensory garden.
Party by the Parrett will be held on the 2nd July 2022.
The issue of speeding on Thorney Road was still being looked into, with more data being
obtained.

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee

Does anyone in the parish have a metal brazier that could be borrowed on the
2nd June 2022? It would be placed on Burrow Hill to be lit up at 9.15pm along
with the rest of the country, to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Please
contact the clerk on 01460242369 or email
Kingsbury-Episcopi.pc@hotmail.com if you are able to help.

Parrett Talk

Is compiled by:JOAN BATSTONE (01460) 241142 Shene Well, W Lambrook
MICHAEL BROWN (01458) 251520 Willow Cottage, Thorney
CHRISTINE HOWARD (01460) 242071) Mulberry House, E Lambrook
MARALYN LONGMAN (01935) 824459 Garail Cottage, Bladon Hill, KE
STEPHANIE SHILLITO (01935) 823758 Little Orchard, Thorney Rd, KE.
ANNIE WHITE (01935) 823898 Waterloo House, KE
Pease give contributions to one of the above. Or e-mail: parretttalk@gmail.com
The Parrett Talk team can not be held responsible for any misprint or incorrect information in this newsletter.
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January and February 2022

January 2022
2nd

1st Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E Lambrook

4th

Film Club The Courier

KE Community Centre

7 for 7.30 pm

5th

Parish Council

St Martin’s Church Rooms

7.30 pm

7th

Coffee Pot EVERY FRIDAY
St Martin’s Church Rooms
'The Rec Arms' bar will be open EVERY FRIDAY EVENING
(last orders at 9.30pm).
KE Community Centre

10 am -12 noon

8th

Community Breakfast

9 am - 11.30 am

9th

2nd Sunday
Holy Communion
Matins

10th

New Pilates Beginners’ Class 6 week course
KE Community Centre

2 pm

13th

Stitch Witches

St Martin’s Church Rooms

6.30 - 8.30 pm

16th

3rd Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E. Lambrook

10am
10.45 am
6 pm

23rd

4th Sunday
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Martin’s
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
11.30 am

26th

Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive
St Martin’s Church Rooms

12 noon

27th

Pilates and Wellbeing Workshop

10.15 am 3.15 pm

29th

Annual Village Senior's Get Together St Martin’s Church Rooms

30th

5th Sunday
St James’s - no service

KE Community Centre

St Martin’s
St James’s, E Lambrook

KE Community Centre

Joint parish service in St Peter
and St Paul, South Petherton
United ecumenical service with Martock Community Fellowship &
URC
All Saints', Martock

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

5 - 10 pm

10 am
11.30 am

12.30 for 1pm

9.30 am
10 am
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January and February 2022

February 2022
1st

Film Club The Last Bus

KE Community Centre

7 for 7.30 pm

2nd

Parish Council

St Martin’s Church Rooms

7.30 pm

4th

Coffee Pot

St Martin’s Church Rooms

10 am -12 noon

EVERY FRIDAY

'The Rec Arms' bar will be open EVERY FRIDAY EVENING
(last orders at 9.30pm).
KE Community Centre

5 - 10 pm

5th

Community Breakfast

KE Community Centre

9 am - 11.30 am

6th

1st Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

10th

National Garden Scheme’s Snowdrop Festival
East Lambrook Garden - all entry money will be donated to the
NGS to support nursing and palliative care charities

13th

15th

10am - 5pm

Stitch Witches

St Martin’s Church Rooms

6.30 - 8.30 pm

2nd Sunday
Holy Communion
Matins
Still Waters

St Martin's
St James’s, E Lambrook
All Saint’s, Martock

10 am
11.30 am
6.30 pm

Deadline for March/April edition of Parrett Talk
Please note that any copy or inserts received after this date, may not be
published or included.

20th

3rd Sunday
Morning Prayer
Morning Service
Evensong with Holy Communion

23rd

Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive
St Martin’s Church Rooms

12 noon

27th

4th Sunday
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

10 am
11.30 am

St Martin's
Methodist Church
St James’s, E. Lambrook

St Martin’s
St James’s, E Lambrook

10 am
10.45 am
6 pm

March 2022
5th

Community Breakfast

KE Community Centre

9 am - 11.30 am

